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“Tegucigalpa, 30 June 1944 
Dear Chief‘ s | 
Your letter of the 16th has this moment been opened 


and read, I have been wanting to write you for some time, but 


I have been so swampedi? T pis morning I am breaking in a new 
typewrlter, and must. try it out on somebody who will pardon the 
mistakes, so I will try;it out on you, It is a nce typewriter, 
almost too nice; what is the use of asking questions upside down, 
like this, Or making exclamations upside down, like this; Per- 
haps, however, this machine would just. suit you, with your con- 
viction that we are living in a topsy-turvy world, Even so, I 
doubt that yon would have any use for 2 and ®, And just why. 
they send us machines which write £ I dont know, unless that means 
Lempiras to the boys who make. these things. . 
Perhaps I am in. mo osd for philosophizing this morning; 
I am toorbusy. But never too busy to gripe a bit. My gripe now 
is'this: You know and I know that those countries up there are 
no place for a eivilized human bééng, and I am sore because you 
insist on staying up there all the times Granted that your 
Haden mangos are very nice; but we have just piicked the first 
two from one of our trees here; and granted that your avocados 
gre good, but we are eating Simmondses right now offn our own 
treese Ergo, you have nothing to lose by coming down here and 
lots to gain, I believe Helen has already written you about 
this whole business. I can only add that I will lose all respect — 
for you and Godmother if you dont come down to these countries 
and stay a while. The fact that you havent forgotten Santa 
Maria, up there on the slopes of the Volcan de Agua;.that you 
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still remember those Indians behind the cornstalk fences, very 


dirty but very happy, shows that you belong down here. I know 


you dont like our morals, but I dont think you understand. We 


just dont have the same kind. Yesterday our wash girl came in, 
and said "The cook and 1 are having trouble," "Why", I asked. 
"Well, you see, I am living with the man she used to live with 
last year." I could tell you a better one still, but I shall 

save it until you come down, | | | 

Yes, you folks must come down, Now dont argue with me, because 

I will make you feel shea before you get through. You admit 
that you dont like civilizations of concrete and gear boxes, You 
admit that it is driving everyone crazy, And then just think, 


what:lustre it would add to our I,auguration ceremonies if I 


could have you on the platform, next October 121, and j, I am 


not accepting many requests from guys who wish to make speeches; 


there are too many of them, and 95% lack terminal facilities, 
but if you will come I'll let you teli the aseembled dignitaries t 
how much better, how much more soul-satisfying, life is down | 
here than it is in New York, 

You ask me if I am not conscious at times that life is 


‘shoving me along faster and faster, and that I am leaving behind 


ma a trail of things done - too many of which are unimportant? 
In re the first, yes; every year seems shorter and I am well 


aware that it wont be long, now, before they will begin saying, 


| Tovbasd, old Doc Pgpenoe is on the rocks, Or they will say "Poor 


old Doc, he wasnt a bad sort after all, and it would have been 


nice if he and Helen could have had a few years in Antigua 
before he cashed in his checks." | 
But as for the other part, I never think of the trail of 
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things I am going to leave behind me, and how unimportant they 

all are, If I did, I am sure it would depress me, and I loathe 
being depressed. But I do think a lot about the things I simply 
must do, or maybe it is the things I want to do. There are so many 
of themi and je Tye main one right now, is to build up, here at 

the school, the finést collection of tropical fruits in Middle 
America, And even more important, I want to turn out about 100 
lads who know that you cant get straeberries and cream by grafting 
, the strawberry plant on the milkweed, but that you can raise ih le 
good avocados by grafting them on avocados. 

This experience, now of one month, in teaching a class in 
tropical agriculture is simply great. I like it. I dont know 
that the boys doe But it is showing me how tremendously far we 
have to go; and at the same time, how promising are some. ef the 
lads. Just like Jorge, whom I picked up 25 yrs ago, driving a 
mule &rein down to Quito, He is today the best nurseryman in l 
Central America (wh isnt saying much, as there arent many, but 
he is good) and if we hadnt given him a chance, he would still 
be driving a mule train down to Quito, and he would be very | 
muddy, and he would have lice in his hair, and he would | be Don 

. Jorge to the natives, as he is today. 

I am more and more convinced that I have done just about 
enough for myself. I'd like to turn out those 100 good plantsmen 
with the years remaining to me, T,ough maybe this is selfish 
too; I foal ize that I eant carry on forever, and I would like 
to see to it that there will be a few chaps around these parts 
who wili do so, And then too, we like this sort of life, Helen 


and I, You dont have to punch a time clock, and Henry Allanson 


doesnt give you a pink slip if you are 18 minutes late, All of 


wnat 
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which makes for peace of mind, And there are so many plants to 

be grown} Right now we are thrilled by the behavior of Iris 
fulva, from Louisiana; and we have a little house just full of 
fine orchids - many of them brought over from Antigua, And we 
have just set 3 plants of Diospyros kaki at one side of the house, 


and 3 of Michelia champaca, and 3 of Fraxinus uhdei, 


You must see our School before we go much further, We now 
have 120 boys here, from 10: countries. And we have two of the 
finest bulls, Guernsey and Jersey, which ever. came to Honduras; 
and lots of little calves which are mighty attractive as they 
sit on the ground in the dairy yard; and we have a fine big 
Peruvian stallion which we béught in Salvador. He is a pacer 
and you ought to see old Midence the foreman get on him and ride 
down the road, just bursting with pride, And then.we have 400 
White Leghorn and 400 R I Red chickens, recently come from the m 
States; and best of all, we bought a Marimba in Guatemala, when 


. Helen and I were there last month = the identical same Marimba 


which used to play for parties in the house at Antigua, only 
the tourist business is on the blink and the marimba players are 


. getting very, very hungrymand had to liquidate for cash} and. 


our boys here can. knock out Anchors Aweigh and Feria de las Flores 


and Rancho Grande and Jalisco, No te Rajes (I mean IJalisco, 


no te Rajes!) in really tip-top style, And the boy from Nicaragua, 


who handles the drum and traps - which is here called, rather 


eppropréfitely, the bateria. Yes sir, you folks better make your 


reservations soon, 


Much love to all, in wh Helen joins | 


SPD... 


To: Pope Wee, wilson 


"m (D | p 50 
ees MTM e o E ced | 


Coçomit Grove Plorida 
: a : July 16 1944. 
ear “ilsong —— 
That uas a wonderful letter,-your last, ani I feel prompted to 
d reply to it this Gumday morning even though piles of mail and some palm seeds 
frou the jio Negro wait my attention ani a giant 2 pound mango is getting 
too soft rapidly for my analysis of ite shape and "sweetness. Yor you seo 
the short walk from tho house down to my stuiy has become a place of groot 
romance these Lather Gays sni I have come to re lize that shat I used to gall 
wy onvironuent i: something very vital to these olosbng years of my life. | 
To most of us the vopi onvironuent moons merely something which affecto: the . 
lives of the monkeys an! other beasts and that Corvin emphasized und the ‘that. 
books have taken up in o kind of esoterie wy but have never driven home into 
the concigusnesses of the students, Lot mo explain, ‘hen I lesve the confines 
of the house Mira every thing cluest ds hand-made and bethumbed with the ideas - 
of sone Cellew or other sho hac his own idoas of beauty, sni whore nothing much 
changes from month to month; I begin exponding into my enviroment of living 
changing non-humanesaturatec things. Hore is a sketeh only. | 
The great long rei spikes of the Druassala tree aro in full bloom ani 
the small insects aro swarming around them and the digon flies sre chasing 
the flies an! bess an’ «asp and birds are after the dragon flies an? here smi 


ws up in this couples of beautiful Leaves sone of which 


there a butterfly ap 


ckery loaf in october. Sant below it a bocuti- 


have taken on the colors of ex 


fal palm fron tho mason, rilekruba sehiscphylla,has dropped a pile of beautiful 
5 EN VS ? rx 
yolden orange fruits on the grown’ below Ats floworlug spike. This is a most 


charming palm and grows perfectly hare in company with s pea: at fon palu Prom 


Cuba which brother Leon sonb us ,Coporniola baileyani, "T. which almost hiies 


Cwpien's sheine that is now covered with the lovely Coubretua grunjiflorum 


that I first m on the js palaca in teneriffe and got seels of in Babhurst 


in tho Gambia. Its flowers are oo lovely as ony of thoce chowiug here in the 


spring an? ils pois aro things you camot keep your tingere from touching. 


o dh 


ES 


On wy right as I walk loicurely alon for the day is ebill young T pase Meyer's 


Lemon ani examine its young fruits to see if there will be s crop and then 
pass E hands over io the . -apodilla tree I got in the Gambia which has the 
sweotast fruits of any sapodilla I ever ate. hy mini wanders then towards the 
gavage «nd I go over io Lok at the grafts which I put on Rollinia marginata 
from Paraguay enc whioh heve Jono so weil that one of them, a Rollinia mucosa 
fron Johns stous piace at Homaectesd has six fruiis on it already although a 
good ciaod treo nob far asuy hao no fruits at all. I l stop to ses how these 
young fruiis are coming on omi stoop ani pick up ono of the lost of the season 
to fall of Mrs. Sarah Jonest variety of «hite capote which remains of all my 
odas the sweetest and besb flavored--like a sockel pour almost without 
a trace of medicated taste, «s I come on down through the orchard I peck, 
unier a shad I had wade to shelter tha ihesiia madrono which I eollectad in 
Coloubia ‘in 1941 ani to my delight fici thet ite leaves aro growing and it. 
may grow into a fruiting treo here, Thon before ne are some pink blushed A 
imini mangos, those small delicate mingos from Tata's collection ani under 
the treo are à lot of tha most lucious drops which are ripe ‘to be euaked 
of thelr honey sweetness. Unier the Collinson avocado tree I — ond skirt 
the Habal pineapple plantation--that i dieste tiny fruitet variety which 
appeals te those iiseribdnstiag ones of my aequeintence, 

Then the large fruit of imoni diversifolia, largest of my dozen or so 
eruits on several trees, datehas 1 wy eye ani I peer up at its besutiful form 


ani plum-like colored skin ani vonior iP ih is ripe yars ani Af it will have its 


pink SLOSS and vaternelon flavor thet it hai la: t season, à fes foet furbhor 


on stands my best "Bearinb Annona fhorimoya x mons squamosa troe, dust the 
othar day at was tipced over by a aatis vini and “ande guye it up again ond 
it seems nona tha worse for the accident. I exomine the booutirtul fruits ond 
find nis 3 ; single sign of tha wsovils whieh bast your sone tele riddled the 
fruits; ‘The Ceouth has done for thom perhaps——tl a pretty Little «sspe related 


to those hich Live in the st lks of wheat in Konsas you know. 


a 


As I stáni thore umier the spronidng EEN tree there Cones to my mind a 
photograph of yous which «se once published and shiloh led me to out back some 
tross of Zl. lumoni's hgbrii ani his back ardas of it on the moss. Sad 
memories of ihe death of thet trae orowi in on me sni to banich thom Í revert 
to my racont success in hybricising Annona glabra the Poni Apple with aimon 
senogalonsis the African roi fruitei upecies of chich ve have trdei in vein 


(vom igypb. de fruits aro the result of my cross pollinat 
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to deport seeds 


m 


ion which I porformed on 5 tree of the poni apple with a top compose’ of the 
Annona divorcifolis, 4, senagaloncis, i. squamoca. The diversifolia has alre- 
ady a shall pretty fra t hanging on lis slonier branth, I went down to soo 


hese traits right after bre ckfart and found the sonegalensio fruit turning 


yellow ani here in my hat nro the cellophane bage whieh I shall cover then 


vith when I go up to knech. 

‘Then past a giont zilooacle sxanthorhiss frou Sióndanao and past the J 21 
eruit trea whioh got kiliai back in the big froozo but is coming back rapidly 
this year, I glanco up into the big tree of the Gottfelol avogado whioh Xd. 
Simeondis budded for me in the early days and there I 6m soe the slight purple 
at the tips of sone fmits PAA we must piok tomorrow ani ripen in the 
packing house, ic I pass under wy “ueenelond nut tree I bemosn the fact that 
its pretly nuts,--comoothoc than any po:loner could polish a coconut- are ale 
ready falling ami that what shouid have be "n & crop is only a hani full. ‘ut 
what beosutiful things thay oro! 


aaa bunius troo ani fesil of the re cceniuüg 


T brush against the inti 
barrios borne in groxt hanging clusters all ever the treo. ors, Letehworth 
has baen to soo the tree alroudy and is sorrylug as bo how she can got piekers 


to gather the teenty odd bushels that hang there valting to be mado inte 


hor “Anbidesma Jally", now widely knew to the delicatessen -eople,. 


sub there half hicven now by tho groat Colvillos tres stanis Doxburgh!s 


ne : PES m v 
giont ey ted Pieus ooworoi with cry half ripe figo. Its leaves when they 


are young rival any other decorative objects which Zariusn uses in the house, . 


UN 


D 
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Joseph H. Rock the Explorer flew in direet from Li Klang not so long ago on! 
as we wore discussing his 62 houv flight from tho other side of the world we 
passed this Roxburgh!s ficuc tree. "Obi ho said “At Lehre Dun I have Bi 

braog of i that spacies wh th fruits surrouniing the trunk up to four feot from 


H 


tha grount and the Pigs E vore delicious ani four inches across." "ind 


you never told mo this diock'I oad, horeupon ensued a battle shieh ended In 
his locking up hic notes umi advising ae to get in toudh with the Forostor 
at Dehra Dun ani secure the inform tion and the wasps perhaps for io fortil- 
igation of this amazing M a: alayan fig tree. I refer you to the next punber 
of the Proceadines of the “lerida horticultural cocioty where E appealed for 
someono to go ond gat these things. 

cut under the chao of the Doxburgh Meus stands my nowoit pot $ digont 
from tho islans of Coiabas Clavodondrvon minshassee with white floors ate inch- 

s long foliose with fruits tho horns of shieh stand out thts 2 inches xd 

a pasty purple ruaidb deh the birds ; sean to faney so that 1 have only one 
seodling from it but this seatling has in turn fruited in the slat E 
all of this since those cays on the Junk in the Java cea, + . 

Heside ond avound this tees, under the bronches of Pongan pinnata Jons 
sevdlines by the hundveis have become a wool ln my Jungle” I have just nace 
slui for eight of my new Plant lunigeant palus from tho Philippines M the 


other Garden Ishancs of the Great fast. And every morning I foe of their 


thick losthovy glossy leaves ond fool mere confident that they are going to 


fini a Rows hors in Florida Mike Adonidia hue uni become parta of the patio 


t 


amt back yard horticulture of this morien paradiso. I look them all over 


and than wilk up to Joo Pomell's pretty hybrid palm between. Ch; üeddppaa 
paesya onc C. tepijilote shich for threo montas has been decorated with its 
brillist rod and dark groenblick fruit clustors. I tiei the pollen laton 
flower cluster of a “asaya on the cluster of Joofs hybrid ani got one bud and 
it has grown and become a sturdy pot plant ale ady. 


No. I'El not go to the slat house this tine. It's too exciting. ^o he» 


a 
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5. 
fore I duck my heat ani enter the Psoking House I stop for a nonent to fool 
of thoso superb rigis squarish leaves of the Fious oalioarpa which we got in 
amatra log ago utin that isi foilow Jim Porsett was alive oni eliubei up 
tha traes after any" thi ng that was wanted. — X often grieve over the passing 
of a o splendi id a youth. | | | 
I an gobiing out ef the environment whieh I love most now and entering 

&s I pass into tha packing house scones which are too losied «ith personalities 
to be quisting or peacoat. Not that there have beon quarrels there for I antt 
believe in thea but ho: w id Lt possible to pack : md ship by express hance 
of lugs some to go as far as Idaho an Seattle: carrying a Joxen kinds of mangos 
upon each fruit of whieh I hac to print "Rorsha” “Lamba Bhadra? "Eorpis’ imini” 

TAMO opara aigon” "Pahori? Bennett ilphonse" Potafari” | and ""Capabag’ ete. 
without boing dumarsed in that other dsmnable onvivonnont of humans and their | 
commor&isl activities awl their various nans ning tastes whid constitute ax 
Marian calls it the “Uncharted Jaa of abe. 

put when X enter this study and sea the typewriter sad ting ani the 

great big new ene waiting and smell tho feagranoe of afvaegle fabonensis,y 
one of owinglets citrus relatives shieh tills the study with perfume, ani | 
seo on every hom! books, books, books j papars ani the other’ rubbish which 


the invention of paper pulp and printing ani now this typewriter have in-. 


decbed into tho Lives of man ani given hin the ides that the beauties of the 


enviroment which surrounded his ferefathers and dictan s cas tors is not 


good Weh for him and Led him to buili aky scrapers on the shores of bays 
m on tha mountain be and every whore ami PALL thom mith hens to wha there 
le nothing nabur a no thing beautiful | shih hasn't the tough of a human hand 
tho print of his wy thumb some: here, 


^n duy à | young ore igar G ealiod on me and dus as ad of talking 


the half hour away with drivel of the weathor axi what it would be tomorrow 
y 


ani what it had been yesterday eto. ete, I s | to hin. ‘sou. you do me the 
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favor of keeping a record of your environment for a single day) writing down 
the kinds of objeots which your aye seas ani your hands feel ani your othor 
senses come $n contact with?’ "r will áo the seme here in my garden 
and then wo will compare tham,for I have an idea that your environment doa 
uoagarQ,sconty one compared with mnine-e-mocger in variety of forms for example, 
TR jn the variety of censetions which the objeats ave able to give to your 


se of touch or taste or hearing or sight.” 


wall? sali ha "Youvte got it all ov r ma foc there isnt anything alive 
in my o-fioo bui. Jing axceph hun boiug f. | the other night I was bored over 
the fact the t SOS MSS about me was unit on stings floor: r | coiling ,doors, l 
chairs, syn denk ete, «wall things made by machines or huwan he ands, I wont 
into the wash room feeling bored ani es about my stupid surroundings 
suddenly I sav a cockroach cun up tho wall. Thank God, I sadd to myself d | 
there is sonething alive hore besides hunons," : 

È wook latae h mead this in an aggyesse in the Jonon: Olub shore 250 
popke hiui guthower ib a ango Luncheon ani ib brought dom the house. I 
closed with it of course. | 


“o you coa Zr. Poponoo I am buiiliing arouni me a world of fancy pl ants 


and trying te Live up to the motto on tho ites i Rx ey or madal "In the glorlous 


Juxurianoo of the hundred plants he took delight", that old Chinese poem whieh 


Theodore Spicer “insen unsarthei,bless his heart. 


How as to the comliog proposad visit to Selon ond you ani your now eehool 


in Tegucigalpa about which “carlan has wpliten you. 


Tt looks as though ve sere coming. -he is pushing things along with 


hor usual vigor oni soon it will bo up te me to say definitely whether I Enn 
goin to decide to cowe or not. The nexorles of that stay in the Palaee in 


Aa tom on the slopes of tho 


Antigua, the recollection of Atltian, the or 
Voloan de agia, the cornstalk town which vith the arrival of the big trucks 
and other machines will vanish from the e: ath; the pretty chayotes s and the 


delicate Pagayas . Ami the oiruelas in the ohormiug market in Antigua; nll 


Gl 


ec 


Ta 
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alluringly and with an appeal that ds herd te resist. Dat there are two things. 
whieh give an object to the visit this sumer to Central America. I refer 
to the Chaya (Jatropa wrensj now given a new name I unierctani) ani the old 
Coyo,your relative’ of tha ivooado which we tried futilely to got started hore 
and only succeed $n getting one tree growing ani Crulting vis . the one in | 
George B.Cellon's yard, i camiot get this out of my mind ani want to get 
some seads of it agsin ane try Lt once more, Cellons happeued to be à poor. 
seciling but "heck as thay say tha variation in sacdlings from the wild is 
immense, — I have bwo Pitombss in my yard hore ena is sour ani I cannot bear 
its flaver ani the othor is sweet ani I could eat it if thera were not many 
bettor thi gu. 

às Yor the functions connoctoi «ith your College Commencement in Oet- 
ober, of course I aw in sympsthy wth then. Hot becou-e I like sugh goings - 
on for I don't but because I have always vother liked to be present at the Dee 
ginnings of nev things. I like the "extensional' charueter of your program. 


bole rocks ani imagining they are make 


I find so many fellows drifting iuto the ii 
ing discoveries there of great importence te tho world, 
Just this mimito I twrnai from this Letter to read à Lecture to a most 


brilliant follow of sixteen with a mind as brilliant perhaps as Zerrills. tonb 


be a book worm and imagine that you are gol og to ineresse the sum of human know- 


leige without bringing to play upon the outside worl! your senses for they are 


the only veal avenues to the brain; fundamental avenues I mean. Make your own 


discoveries by the uas of your five senses, 


"Onvid^ e mos up from bolow "Lunchaon' Marion Ls e-lling and I mist 


stop. I will let hor road this oni cut it to piegos if she wants te . 


In the wesntino affectionoto regards to the children to Helen and to 
your oun deir self, 


ag always yours, a 


Pop ENOG, WiiSoYi oy ^h 


Tegucigalpa, 25 July 1944. 
Dearest Godmother: "nl 


We were thrilled last night to receive yrs of 
the l6th, with the good news of your resolution, You know how I 
love planning trips for folks! I?11 plan yrs, which will provide 
me infinite satisfaction; then you can re-plan it nearer to yr 
heart's desire and come ahead, Selah, vs 


Helen and I have talked it all over and we think this would 
be swell: When you get thru buying stuff in Guatemala City, move 
over to Antigua and take over the house. The UFCo agent in the 
City, Mr Molenphy, will send word ahead so that Maria will have 
everything in readiness for you, She will hove to cook for you, 
and I am sure the chief can explain what you want to eat, Ineiden= 
tally, Helen and I love going to the market on the big days and 
picking out a few choice vegetables for ourselves. You wont need 
to give Maria any money for grub; its on the house. And I dont 
think she will bother you with questions about this and that; you 
just have to tellvher once in a while that you like green peas, 
or dont like boiled onions, and she does the rest, 


I have forgotten just how much you saw of Guatemala last time, 
but you will undoubtedly want to make a tour of the highlands, 
Clark's cars still run; tho tires and gas are a bit scarce in 
Guatemalan and the rates have gone up somewhat, The little hotel 
at Lake Atitlen, Casa Contenta, is a fine place to stay; like- 


wise the Mayan Inn and Chichicastenango, and the Recreo at Quezale : 


tenango. You would find stops in all of them agreeable we are 
sure, If you would like to run down to Quirigua to see the ruins 
we can easily arrange it thru UFCo, And the trip to Coban will 

be easy. Betwixt and between some of these trips we would suggest 
you return to Antigua for a few days and let DF write. up the 
labels. ? l 


Then when you are satiated, come on over here, If you come 
for the Inauguration on Oct 12, your presence will add lustre to 
that affair; but on the other hand, I will have my hands pretty 
full and will bot be able to devote so much time to arguing with 
the chief about the merits of Casimiroa edulis, Anyway you want 
to work it will be allright; we would not want you to feel tied 
down in any way, Wbile you are over hero I really think DF and 
perhaps you too, should see Lancetilla; perhaps I can get away 
and take you down there, We could do it in 3 days easily; in 2 
lf necessary, as it fs only an hour and a half by air from Teguét, 


We doubt that it will be any hotter in Merida than at Miami, 
Antigua will be lovely, if it is not raining too much (and if 
it does rain hard it will only be for a few days) and our climate 
here is excellent. Maria's address is, for mail and telegrams, 
Maria Garcia, Casa Popenoe, Antigua, Guatemala. We'll see that 
she is properly lined up when the time draws near. "n 


Yes, American Bypress checks are quite allright. And where 


you are known, as at Guatemala City and here, you can easily 
cash checks on your own bank, There arent many chanbes in this 


owe 


E ee x 
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respect, due to the war; except that they do not like to take | 
American currency in Guatemala any more, and they tax you one or 
two percentum on the checks you cash, There is one point to keep 
in mind: there are more formalities re moving from country to 
country, You should check up a few days in advancey in each case, 
For example, when you think of coming from Guatemala to Honduras, 
you should sée the folks in UFCo office in Guatemala City and ask 
them to fix you up. It will probably be necessary for them to 
redio over here, and get this govt to authorise your visas at 
Guatemala City. There's nothing to it except the slight delay. 
You may have to do the same thing before leaving Merida for Guate, 


We hope you can arrange for Elva to meet you in Guatemala, 
That would be fine, i know there is plenty of room in our house 
for all of you and more, And Maria will be delighted, 


LM let Helen finish this sheet, Hooray, you are actually 
comingi l i 


i 


Stacks of love, 
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30 July 1944 
Dear Chief: 

My conscience bothered me a bit after wri ting that 
last letter to the Hon, Godmother; Helen thought I had written 
as though I D didnt want you here for the Grand Inauguretion, wh 
Da, the case at all. We do want you here, iñ fact the more I | 


think of it the more I realise that will have to be here, But I 


want to be free to spend a lot of time with you, sapeatekiy to go 
down to Laneetilla, so the thing to do is lo siguiente: come a 

day or i before the Inaug, then immediately after, if T aya still 
alive, we will knock off together and go down to the coast to 
recuperate among the durians at Lancetilla, 

Yours of lth inst, came a couple of days ago. Made mo 
homesick, hearing about ell those plants. But we have some plante 
here too, especially at Lencetilla, wh I havent seen for 2 yrs. - 
Incidentally, I think we are going to build up a better and more 
‘permanent collection right here at the school. The soll is so ' 
heavy and the climate So wet at Lancetilla that I hear a good 
many things are turning up their toes tn recent years, 

When the time draws a little closet I will & Mr Turnbull 
to. arrange so that our folks in Guatemala City will 
care of you; and will send the necessary warnings to Maria and 
others, Tho you could walk right into the old house tonight and 
Maria would have supper ready for you in 35 mins by the clock ^ 
only she cant tell time, Now I must rush off to tho regular. 
Sunday morning inspection of dormitories and students, so much 


love and hasta luego, 


Fey t3 SEVP ORY wiis 
f 


alpa; 6 hugust 1944 


The mails seen to be moving more slowly than usual, 


fey weeks, so Holen and T have decided we had best Line 


you folks up well in advance of your arrival at Guatemala City.. 


Enclosed pls find copy of a note T have written our jefes at ~a 


* ^ 


ue 


Lima, T am sore they will request the Guatemala Division to look 


[RS 


ows for you, so I suggest you drop in at UFCo office on 


Qn 


morning after your arrival in Guntemale City, and make yourselves 


known to Mr Molanphy,; the Co, agent there. If you will tell him 
D i A ] i : š E "d : I 

when you. expect to reach Antigua he will send Marin a telegram 

sq she will be ready for you; and we are sending her now full. 


8 an es te : Lou 4. ; 4 4- 3 4 . 
instructions, e.g. not to let you geu your feet wet, and to sae 


"Nr 


LE TET 


vou have plenty of covers at night, and not to put salt on your 
papaye hecance you prefer lime juice, You can alter, emend and 
amplify these E on arrival, Yon might also, on your 


, 88k him to send me a radiogram ade 


so we ean be thinking about you end 
wishing we were going to Santa Hariz de Jesus with yous 


Much loye to all of you from usy 


“Pe 


AN 


| I 
Pa P eno E. Wiiso Y | la 


To Webs Taillon 


Tegucigalpa, 6 August 1944 
Mr. W L Taillon, 

La Lima. 

Dear Bill: 

You will recall that I spoke to you the other day 
regarding the forthcoming visit of my old. chief from the U.S Dept. 
"of Agriculture, Dr. David Fairchild. Accompanied by Mrs Fairchild, 

he will reach Guatemala City somewhere around Sept, 10th, and 

| after spending a few days there, will go over to Antigua, where 
they will make their headquarters at our house for several Weeks, 
while touring the back country. We expect them over here in time 
for.the Inauguration on October 12th. . 

You Kindly offered to advise Mr Heyl, so that he could 
give themuany help them might need while in the country. T'ey 
spent several weeks with us in Guatemala agne haee years ago, so 
they know their way about; but it would be nice if Mr Molanphy 
could show them a little attention. I am writing Dr Fairchild 
to get in touch with our office in Guatemala City on his arrival, 
and will apprediate it $6 you will send Mr Heyl whatever in- 


\ 


struotlonsayou think appropriate. 


Sincerely yours, 


WO 


eos ae as E 


| "Lc | io BT Hed 
| l gadan A 4 ao) A. . Xe Lima, Honduras 
; ot, y | pA ot) a » 10 August 1944 


Mr. He. Heyl —— Pen N | etu s 
United Fruit Company > abas 4... SY . ib, . , 
"Bananere, Guatemale . l 2 9 


Dear Mr. Heyl: - - 
ae - _ De, David Fairchild and Mrs, Fairchild will arrive in Guatemala city 
| - approximately September 10. Mr. Fairchild is very prominently connected 
| with the United States Department of Agriculture. D aue & 


; 7 s z E EIN 
PE Dr. Fairchild will call at Mr. Molenphy's office on his arrival in 
1 l . . . Guatemala city. He expects to go to Antigua, where he will be a guest of 
ES 7 Dr. Popenoe. i | ; T 


I should like Mr. Molenphy, who receives copy of inis letter, to 
facilitate Dr. and Mrs, Fairchild in every way. ‘He should be furnished 


a car to take him to Antigua, for company account. EP £m 
ae Dr. Fairchild will probably come to Honduras. for the inauguration of 
| l ` the Escuela Agrícola Panamericana on October 12. Mr. Molanphy should . . 
| ~ arrange to assist them to come to Guatemala from Antigua and also assist - 


å his wife are quite 
they are in Guate- 


pE 


UNE ; TS Lii 


. in connection with reservations, ete. Dr. Fairchild 
Qld pag siven avery congiderat: 


PED 


ae a 


m We will attempt to advise. Mr, Molanphy when the couple will ‘arrive in 

Guatemala so that he ean arrange to have someone meet them, provided we can 

give him sufficient advance notice on date they will leave the United States. 
ies à P: Kc ZB" Yours very truly 


WL. Teillon 


- ge Dr. Wilson Popenoe (Tg yóu will let me know date on which they will 
57^ ^ Wr. M. V. Molenphy , arrive Guatemala, I will wire Molenphy's office 
to have someone meet them to help them thru 
 eustoms, ete. m ou l l 
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ation. I hope so, With you two here we will got as 


Tope uf e 
fopévoe, Witson Er 


v. Tegucigalpa, 15 Ang 1944 


a 
Just a hasty note to von we think w have 
everything lined up for you at this end, See enclog 10d, Tf we 


have advice definitely as 5o. when you will reach Guatonal City 


wo will sec that the Go has someone there to net You, AS aug 


by. Mr Taillon., We have written Maria to take eare of you, and 


we know she will An her bast, 


" 


Tom Barb$ur writes that he might come down for the inaumum. 


Lood sect 


modo end have thom printed for later distribution, so be think 


it over and have something ready. Be 


make reservations 


dd Guatemala, 1j. amplo time to get here stout € the 10th of Qet. 
Tnéidentolly, we are not going to make such a big thing of tne 
inauguration as we had ve to the fact that we find it 
is going to he too difficult to cot hrenaportation for everybiðy, 
but ib will be’ more oenioyshle Af we dont havo too big a erowd 
and wd wit doa thee the affair is well publicised afhemwands. 
We ane ust getting oue new nrospectus to the printer, whi. wii 
he ready for the affair, You know what sre ahjects are, and what 
the necds are, and a anoaah by yon whieh we eon nrint afterwards 
wi. come in Just right. Tt be ir The boys are 
tuning wy the Marimba ke take eare of that 

Helen joins tn mieh Toya ond we oro thrilled at the % 


of saeine von, 


R l - : Yopenoe, W Sov] qq 


555 (9) | E Tegucigalpa, 17 Aug 1944 


Dear Chief: 


Your of the llth, just in. We note you are flying to 
Merida on the 5th Sept. So far, so good, Do you yet have a reser- 
vaftion Merida to Guatemala City? If so, and you will give me the 
date we will advise Guatemala City as suggested in my last. If  — 

. you dont have .a date, then I suggest when you get one at Merida 
(if you leave it till then) you send a radiogram to Matthew 
Molanphy, United F uit Co., Guatemala City, a day or two in ad- 

Tn or your arrifal, so he can have someone meet you at the 
airporto MOL i 


Now as to films: Tpere are pretty fair stocks both in Guate~ | 
mala City and Tegucigalpa. I believe you can get 120 invdither 
place, We are. going into town next Monday and if we find 120 

there I am going to buy a dozen rolls and hold them here for you, 
Sometimes stocks are temporarily exhausted, you know, I will drop 
you a note after I check up. ac RA l 


Now as to médicos: In Guatemala City the Fruit Co. uses 
Dr Guillermo Sanchez, While he is a Guatemalan, he was trained 

in the States and if the Co did not think him pretty dyaned good. 

: he would not be the Co doctor. We have used him for many years 

in our own family. He took care of Hugh and Marion and Sally when 

. they were babies. Personally I have sufficient eonfidence in hin 
. to go to him myself, You could easily get in touch with hin thru - 
Molanphy's office; he lives about two blocks from the Palace Hotel, 


Then there is the Co hospital at Quiriguá, where we have 
good old Dr Macphail, a Scotsman who has been there for 30 years 
and is famous throughout Central America, He is Sxeellent, If 
you felt a bit rocky and thought you ought to loaf for a few 

days under the eyes of a good módico, I would advise you to hop 
on the train and run down to Quirigua. Many folks in Guatemala 
City do this about once a year, to get down to a low elevatüon 
and a relaxing climate, The hospital at Quirigué is a swell place 
as I can testify from having spent many sessions there myself, 


Now about the coyÓ: You will have to get it in the region 
of Cobán, for itdes not grow in other accessible part. 
of Guatemala - at least not in good seedling forms, Mrs Hempstead 
can doubtless steer you onto some good trees, The best one I saw, 
in 1916-17, was at Tactic, but the man who knew the tree 1s now 
dead and the tree most likely is too. It was in the Henti about 
half a mile or so from the village, close to the road fo wed 
from Tactic to Cobán, You could have Mrs H send a boy down to 
make some inquiries as to especially good coyo trees in the 

Tactic region, if you dont find what you want at Cobán itself. I 
would also suggest you visit San Cristobal Verapaz; some 15 mi. | 
from Cobán, reached now by auto. I got some of the best avocados 
there and ic is a very interesting Indien town anyway. 


Come ahead; we are waiting for you. And bring that speech; 
to be published after the Inauguration, Maybe you will want to 
put on the finishing touches here after you have seen the school. 

: Much love from all of us E 
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To Popenoe, Wilsen 
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ESCUELA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA, INC. 


APARTADO 93 i TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS, 
CENTRO AMERICA, 


22 August 1944 a 


Just a note to tell yop that I yesterday purchased 
in Tegucigalpa and will hold for you, 12 rolls of 120 film, 


Dear Chief, 


Verichrome, There seems to be a good:stóck of it here at present, 
but as I intimated in my last, some times the stock runs out and 
it usually happens just when you dont want it to. 

Also, we rec'd your itintjerary, from Merida on, and will 
be guided accordingly. Helen is writing Maria a few suggestions 
in re taking @are of you folks, You know her well and you wont 
hesitate to tell her what you want, And by the way, the only 
good car available for hire án Antigua is one which belongs to 
Juanito; and 1f you forget his name, just tell Maria you want the 
car we always get. I dont know that Juanito will have enough gas 
to take you on trips around the country, but he is the best man 
to call when you want a car to run over to Guatemala City. For 
trips: around the country you may have to call on Clark's Tours, 
who are in the business and still have tires and gas. 

We are getting excited about your arrigal,. You havent given 
much time to Honduras in your itinerary, and maybe you will want 
to extend it when you get here; in any case I insist on your 
seeing Lancetilla and all your babies there and I think quite 
probably I shall be able to go down there with you. 


Much love from all 


A , 


M 


wu" apen 


Wilson 104 
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ESCUELA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA, INC. 


TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS, 
CENTRO AMERICA, 


APARTADO 93 


27 Aug 1944 


Dear Chief, 


Yours of the 18th has just come; pretty long on the road, . | 
Im not sure this will get to you before you leave for Mérida, but S 
no harm done if it doesnt, j | 


You ask about the Ilama,. The easiest place to see it in 
abundance is at ‘apachula, which is on the airplane route between 
Mexico and Guatemala ; just at the border on the Mexican side, I 
know of no spot where it is cultivated so abundantly. You wont | 
see it at Guatemala City, I am afraid; but in season, women bring | 
fruits out to the train at one of two of the stations on the way vis 
down to Puerto Barrios, mainly Sanarate and El Hancho, I suspect the 
tree is wild in that region. When Helen and I came over from 
Guatemala to Salvador by train last April I saw a beautiful tree NN 
Tight by the custom house at the Guatemalan side of the frontier, 
where the train stops for half an hour, It was full of fruits, y 
but they werent nearly ripe yet. I think the season will be over, ( 
however, by now. I have not seen the tree here in the interior 
of Honduras} maybe it is found in some of the towns down toward E 
the Pacific side. s d c (EP CM M ME 
By the way, we visited the farm of President Carias about 
two weeks ago} he has teen collecting fruit trees for 20 yrs and | 
has a lot of interesting stuff. Maybe you and I will go out there}; 
it is about 2 hrs from legucigalpa by auto, The main reason I 
speak of it is that right infront of his house there is a little 
tree which looks like a dwarf cherimoya; the leaves are like those 
of the cherimoya and the fruits ditto, but they were small when I 
saw them. They ought to be more nearly ripe when you get here. I 
have had in mind to watch the tree whenever I go by there on the 
way to Comayagua and see if I cannot get some seeds, ~ dont know 
what it is; maybe simply an aberrant form of cherimoya, maybe a 
new species, | 
If you have any interesting annona seeds, including the hybrids, 

bring them down with you and we will plant them here. We want to 
build up a good collection of this genus; for some day one of our 
men will have time and interest sufficient to do a lot of work on 
them. It is a fascinating genus, to me. We dont even have diversifolia 
here as yet. 

' Come ahead as per schedule, I have advised our folks, but if 
you want to be sure of having someone meet you at Guatemala City it 
wouldnt do any harm to send Molenphy a radio from Merida as 
suggested in my last, 


Ever devotedly, 


: Sue S TES 
Pepence, Wilson ^ '77 


ESCUELA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA, INC. 


APARTADO 93 : " TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS, 
` CENTRO AMERICA, 


27 Sept 1944 - 
Dear Chief: E 
Your long letter from the pigeon loft came last night 

after we were in bed, but we turned on the lüght and read it. The 
letter did me a lot of good, because it made me feel that you folks 
are really happy there in Antigua. We would feel pretty badly if 
you found it so uncomfortable that you werent. We have been sorry 
that you had to find the house so bare; but when we moved over here 
to start the school we realised that we would not get back to . | 
Antigua very often, and Helen packed up and stored a lot of things 
that went to make the house more livable. But we couldnt pack up 
and hide the peace of that place, I have been thiiking lately that 
this school is getting to be just like the Kampong - or any other 
piace the Fairchilds live; that is, people just cant stay away, and 
we rarely get an hour to sit down quietiy and enjoy things. When 
we do get an hour, I usually seize it to get to bed earlier. 

Maybe this wont reaci you before you leave Antigua, The time 
is drawing near when you will be heading this way, Take a good 
look at the garden before you leave there so you can tell me ail 
about it, Ask Molanphy to send us a radio confirming your departure 
for Teguci - tho if he does not send it in time we will be waiting 
for you anyway - or at least Helen will, We are pianuigg a short 
trip or two for you around here, to see something of the country; 
and I particularly thikk you must see Lancé6tilla where there are 
so many of your plants, It is 6.30 a m and I must get busy. 


Hastily bug devotedly Z 


P g . 105. 
lope noc, TALES 
ESCUELA AGRICOLA PANAMERICANA, INC. 


^ a 


APARTADO 93 ` TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS, 
CENTRO AMERICA. 


25 Nov 1944 
Dear Chief: Ms 


: Dunno whether this will catch yóu folks or not, If you 
carry out your threat to fly north on the 30th inst it probably wont; 
but we have been doing a lot of praying to the end that you will 
postpone your departure = and what is it? The prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much? 

I got back from Costa Rica a Weck iater than I had hoped; got 
mixed up in agri politics down there and it took some tim o finish, 
It is good to be back on the Zamorano job. I'have been Hoping they 
wont send me North until after New Years and it now seemsfairly 
certain that this will be the case. As for coming over to Guatemala, 
I dont feel at all sure we will do it, at Xmas time. Maybe a 

. month or two later. I sorter think I ought to be here to help the 
boys celebrate and maybe play father Noel for them; since we arent 
going to, allow them to go home for the holidays. 

A ^ Dr “acphail of Quirigua wants half a dozen copies of my paper 
on the mangosteen in America::which was publ ished in J of H many yrs 
ane also as many copies as possible of the paper on Quirigua from 
OAU"ifruiteo “agazine written by Dorothy and myself. Both smuld be on 
the shelf in my little study, behind the reading table, where all 
my separates are kept, If this gets to you in time, please take the 
6 copies of the mangostech paper and all but half a dozen of the one 
on Qurigua and leave them at the office in Guatemala City when you 
have a chance, to be sent down to Dr Meephail at Quirigua. 

We havent had news of you in some time; Spect you are having too 
good a time running around with Sandy to do much writing. Again we - 
say, cancel that reservation and stay at Antigua for Xmas, You l 
will find it quite an affair, and Maria will enjoy having you. 


Much love from us all 


V LIA Dee 
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